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CIRCULAR WAR DEPARTMENT
No. 155 . WasHINGTON 25, D, C., 28 May 1045

Effective until 28 November 1946 unless sooner rescinded or superseded

Vi._WAR TROPHY.—1. In order to Improve the morale of the United States
forees in the theaters of operations, the retention of war trophies by mllitary
personnel, merchant seamen, and clvilians serving with the United States Army
overseas is authorized under the conditions set forth In the following Instructions:

a. Retentlon by Individuals of captured enemy equipment as war trophies In
accordance with the instructions contained herein is considered to be for the
service of the United States and pot in vieolation of the T9th and BOth Articles
of War.

b. It is to be noted that the TOth Artiele of War provides:

All public property taken from the enemy ig the property of the United Btates
and shall be secured for the service of the United States, and any person subject
to military law who neglects to secure such properiy or Is guilty of wronginl
pppropriotion thereof shall be punished as a court martial may direct.

¢. 1t is also to be noted that the 80th Article of War provides :

Any person gnhject to military law who buys, sells, trades, or in any way denls
iu or disposes of eaptured or abandoned property, wherahy he shall receive or

expect any profit, benefit, or advantage to himself or to any other person directly |
or Indirectly connected with himself, or who fails whenever such property comes
luto hlg possession or enstody or within his control to glve notice thereof to the |
proper authority and to turn over such property to the proper authovity withount
delay, shall, on conviction thereof, be punished by fine or imprisonment, or by
such other punishment as a court martial, military commission, or other military
tribunal may adjudge, or by any or all of said penalties,

d. It Is not the Intention of these Instructions to permit the return of war
trophies for sale or barter in the United States. The return of several of any
E:i!:ﬂ'l.!.ﬁt‘ iteme of enemy gquipment by an individual under this regnlation may
lie ig.g:l;lereﬂ an indication of intent to traffic in war trophies and can be caunse
for confiscation of all such {tems shipped or brought Into the United States by
the fndividual.

_2.:_1';':11- trophies _w'.]!l be taken only In a manper strictly consistent with the
following principles of International law :

_ ‘a@. Article @ of the Geneva (Prisoners of War) Convention of 1920 (par. T9,

" 'FM 27-10; Ch. 8, TM 27-251 (p. 69) provides:
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expect any profit, benefit, or advantage to himself or to any other person directly
or Indirectly connected with himself, or who fails whenever such property comes
into hls possession or custody or within his control to glve notice thgrEﬂf to the
proper authority and to turn over such property to the proper authovity withount
delay, shall, on conviction thereof, be punished by fine or imprisonment, or by
such other punishment as a court martial, mllitary comimission, or other milltary
tribunal may adjudge, or by any or all of said penalties,

d. It Is not the Intention of these Instructions to permit the return of war
trophles for sale or barter in the United States, The return of several of any
similar iteme of enemy equipment by an individual under this regnlation may
be e;m_@sl_r.lererl an indication of intent to traffic in war trophies and ean be cause
qu.i_&éﬂﬁjgg@ﬂqx_l_ of all such items shipped or brought Into the United States by
the iadividual,

2, 'War trophies will be taken only In a manper strictly consistent with the
following principles of International law
. ‘@. Article § of the Geneva (Prisoners of War) Convention of 1820 (par. 79,
° FM 27-10; Ch. 8, TM 27-251 (p. 69) provides: _

ATl effects and objects of personal use—except arms, horses, military equip-
ment, and military papers—shall remain in the possession of prigopers of war,
as well as metal helmets and gas masks.

Money in the possession of prisoners may not be taken away from them except

by order of an officer and after the amount 18 determined. A recelpt shall be
glven. Money thus taken away shall be entered to the account of each prisoner.

Identificatlon documents, Insignia of rank, decoratlons, and objects of value .

may not be taken from prisoners.

b. Metal helmets and gas masks may be taken from prisoners by the proper
anthorities when prisoners have reached a place where they are no longer needed
for protection.

¢. Article 8 of the Geneva (Red Cross) Convention of 1920 (par. 176, FM
27-10; Ch, 7, TM 27-261 (p. 131) provides:

After every engagement, the belligerent who remning In pnsseszion of the fiald
af hiattle shall take measures ta genrch the wounded and the dead and B protect
them from robbery and ill treatment.

d. The taking of decorations, inslgnia of rank, or objects of value either from
prisoneras of war or from the wounded or dead (otherwise than officially for
examination and safe keeping) is a violation of International law. There |s
nothing anlawful, however, ln a soldler of our Army picking up and retaining
gmall objects found on the battlefield, or buying articles from prisoners of war
of the sort which, under the articleg quoted, it is unlawful for him to take from
& prisoner, the wounded, or the dead. In view of the practical difficulty of deter-
mining in a particular case whether an object has been acquired from s prisoner
by coerclon or otherwise obtalned in a8 manner contrary to International law,
commanding officers will take appropriate measures to prevent violation or
evasion of either the Jetter or spirit of the conventions. TUnder no eircumstances

may war trophies include any item which ln itself Is evidence of disrespectful
treatment of enemy dead.
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3. @. With the exception noted in b below, military personnel returning to the
United States from theaters of operations may be permitted to bring back gmall
Items of enemy equipment which have not been obtained In violatlon of the
articies of the Geneva Convention is quoted in paragraph 2,

b. The followling items are prohibited :

(1) Hﬁmeﬁlﬂtes taken from any kind of equipment (these will not be re-

_ moved from eaptured equipment execept by specifically authorized
military personnel).

{2} Live ammunition, explosives, or any other Ilems contalning explosives.
(Violation of this prohibition Is a serious and punishable offense
as grave injuries have resulted from the possession or shipment of
explosives.)

(3) Firearms of the antomatic type (or component parts) such as machine
guns, submachine gung, or any type gun in which a number of shots
or bullets may be discharged with one continuous pull of the trigger.

(4) Radlo or radar equipment (or component parts) of any type.

(5) Inflammables of any nature,

(G} Itemsz of which the value as trophles, ag determined by the thenter
cowmander, 1s outweighed by thelr usefulness In the serviee or for
research or training purposes in the theaters of operations or else-
where, or by their value as critlen]l serap material,

¢, In view of the various laws, both Federal and State, pertaining to the trans-
portation, reégistration, and ownership of firearms and other lethal weapons, it
must be understood by service personnel and others that It may be necessary to
register such firearms or other weapons with proper authorities and otherwise
comply with Federal, State, and loeal laws, dependlng on the loeality In which
these firearms or weapons ave to be retained. Fallore to register this type of
equipment, which includes rifles, small arms, swords, bayonets, blackjacks, sling-
shots, billles, bludgeons, metal knuckles, and the like, may result In the confisca-
tion by authorities of such items and also the prosecutions of the lndividuals in
whose unnauthorized possession such articles are found.

4. When milltary personnel retuorning to the United Btates bring in trophies
not prohibited above, each person must have a certificate in duplicate, signed by
his superior commissioned officer, and bearing appropriate officlal theater stamp
(see par. Ba) indicating that the bearer is officially authorized by the theater
commander, under the provisions of this circular, to retaln as hiz personnl
property the articles llsted on the certificate. - The signed duplicate certificate
will be taken up by an officer of the port of embarkation (and a consolidated
certificate accomplighed) or by the Customs Bureau or military anthorities at
the port of debarkation. The original will be retained by the bearer.



5. Military personnel in theaters of operations may be permitted to mail to
the United States war trophies not prohibifed In paragraph 3b, except that the
malling of all firearms, or component parts, capable of helng concealed on the
pergon is prohibited. These weapons ave defined by the United States Cusgtoms
Serviee as weapons having a barrel length of less than 18 Inches from the breech
to the tip of the muzzle, Thig over-all length is not to include flash hiders, com-
pensators, the receiver assembly, or related parts. Farcels mailed from oversens
which cootaln war trophies must also contain a certificate in duplicate, both
coples signed by the sender's superior commissioned officer, and bearing appro-
priate official theater stamp indleating that the sender is officially auvthorized by
the theater commander to mall the arvtleles listed on the certificate. The Customs
Bureau will take up the signed duplicate certificate and leave the signed original
inside the parcel.

6. Merchant seamen who desire to bring or maill back war trophies to the
United Stntes as souvenirs must secure the required authorizing certificate, in
duplicate, bearing appropriate official theater stamp from the port security
officer or other officer designated by the port commander. Certificate will not be
iesued for items the retention of which Is restricted by paragraphs 2 and 3 or
for any enemy military firearms. Such certlficates will be indorsed by the

merchant graman eoneerned with his sieved statement that the articlez are .
being thken or mailad ta the Tinifed Sipteg fer galo e harter porpoens,

7. United States civilians serving with the United Btntes Army overseas who f
desire to bring or mail back war trophies to the United States as souvenirs may-l
secure the required authorizing certificate, In duplicate, bearing appmpriali&
official theater stamp from the United Btates Army officers under whom they are: -;".-" i
gerving. Certificates will not be issued for ltemns the retention of which 158
restricted by paragraphs 2 and 8 or for any enemy mllitary flrearms. Such
certificates will be Indorsed by the elvilian concerped with his signed st.utemeq_" <
that the articles are not belng taken or malled to the United States for sale or &%
barter purposes, 43

8, a. Theater commanders will prescribe the official theater stamp to be useﬂ i
on certificates of authorization for the return of war trophies and will exercise 13
the supervision necessary to prevent the use of forged certificates. They will 4
also take nppropriate action to prevent the mailing of unauthorized war trophles,

b, All captured enemy army matériel brought or shipped to the United States
lu violatlon of the instructions contained hereln will be seized by the Customs
Burean, military authorities, or any other authorized Federal officers or agents,
ond the owner will forfeit all clalms to the {tem or Items and such conflscations
will not be returned to the person from whom they were geized. Violators of
the provisions of thls circular will be subject to discipllfiary or legal action as
the circumstances may indicate.

¢, Captured enemy army ground type matériel brought or shipped to the
United States in violation of the instructions contained herein and seized by
Federal, civil, or military authorities will be released to the commanding gen-
eral of the nearest port of embarkation for shipment as tollows:

(1) Pacific Coast Ports,




Ordnance
Ammunition, explosives,
and other matériel
Signal

Ogden Arsenal
Ogden, Utah
Holabird Signal Depot -

" Baltimore, Md.

Englneer, Quartermaster,
Chemical Warfare Service
and Medleal

(2) Atlantic Coast Poris.
Oridnance
Ammunition and explo-
Eivea
A1l anther matériel

slignal

Engineer and Medleal

Quartermaster

Chemical Warfare Service

Utah Army Eervice Forces' Depot
Ogden, Utah

!
Delaware Ordnance Depot i
Pedricktown, N. J.

Aberdeen Ordnance Depot l
Aberdeen, M. _
Holabird Signal Depot

Baltlmore, Md,

BRichmond Army BService Iorces

Depot
Richmond, Va,

Washington QM Depot
Cameron, Va.

Atlantn ASF Depot
Atlanta. Ga.
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d. Captured enemy equipment which is confiscated at 8 customs office in the
interior of the United States will be turned over to the nearcst Army post com-
mander amd will be shipped by him to the appropriate depot designated in ¢ above.

€. The commanding officer of the depots will report the recelpt of the con-
fiscated Items to the Commanding General, Army Service Forces, Attention:
Director, Distribution Divislon, Lialson Branch, who will issue Instructions for
its disposition,

9. Any enemy naval matériel confiscated by the Customs Bureau or milltary
authorities will be disposed of as directed by the Navy.

10, Ttems of conflscated enemy aeronautical matériel will be shipped by port
or post commanders to the Director, Air Technical Service Commnand, Wright
Field, Ohlo, Attention: Technical Data Laboratory. Notification of the ship-
ment, to Include a description of the items shipped, will be malled to the Com-
manding General, Army Alr Forces, Attention: Assistant Chief of Air Staff Io-
telligence, Washington 25, D. C.

11. Weight of war trophles Included in baggage of returning military personnel
and civillans, when such baggage is to be shipped to the United States at Govern.
ment expense, must come within limitations prescribed by current regulations,
The following allowances are authorized by WD letter (AG 524 (18 Aug 44)
OB-S5-SPMOT-M), 20 August 1844, subject, “Processing of baggage {rom over-
seas,” for shipment by water :

a. Each officer will be authorized not to exceed 25 pounds of haggage in addi-
tion tn the welight of clothing, equipment, and personal baggage authorized at
the time of his origloal oversea movement.

b. In addition to the elothing and equplpment authorized In movement or travel
orders of Individuals returning to the United States, each enlisted man and
clvilinn will be authorized not to exceed 25 pounds of baggage for personal Items
and captured matériel trophies.

12, Sectlon 1II, WD Circular 358, 1944, pertaining to the foregoing suhject, Is
rescinded,

\f.m 886.2 (23 May 45))

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY 0F WAR:

OFFICIAL ? . G. 0. MARSHALL
ROBERT H. DUNLOP . Chief of Stafy
Brigadier Gencral :
deting The Adjutant General



